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resilient, vendor neutral data environments in sub Saharan Africa, Teraco
brings global content closer to the digital edge.
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Major expansion
for Teraco
ver the next year Teraco will add
90 MW to its data centre capacity
with expansion in Gauteng and
the Western Cape.
Teraco has made good on its
promise to President Ramaphosa at
the President’s 2019 investment drive
conference where the company
committed to invest R4 billion in South
Africa’s digital infrastructure with the
announcement of a new 30 megawatt
(MW) Data Centre in Cape Town. “We
are truly proud that we can keep
investing in the region and make good
on our promise”, Jan Hnizdo, Teraco
CEO, told EngineerIT.
The new Teraco Cape Town CT2 data
centre is under construction in Brackenfell.
When completed, the 20 000 m2, 30 MW
facility will make the Cape Town facility the
second largest on the continent. The Cape Town development
follows the company’s recent 60 MW expansion announcement
of its Johannesburg data centre campus in Isando, bringing the
company’s capacity in Gauteng to over one hundred MW. The
combined capacity of its data centre capacity in Isando near ORT
airport is 80 MW. The company has a third data centre in Bredell
with a capacity of 24 MW.
Hnizdo says driving the Cape Town investment is the
growth of cloud in the region, resulting in increased demand
from cloud providers, enterprises and sub-marine cable
operators seeking to locate their data centre infrastructure at
the intersection of the internet.

O

Artist impression of CT2 under construction in Brackenfell

“Proximity to the cloud, ecosystems and the
consumer market is vital in new digital architecture as
enterprises move their applications into the cloud and
transform their businesses.”
Construction of CT2 commenced in early March 2020
and will continue in line with local COVID-19 restrictions, with
a targeted completion date of Q3 2021. The completed
facility will comprise eight data halls encompassing 8000 m2
of usable floor space, doubling the existing data centre
capacity in the Cape Town region.
Hnizdo says that Teraco launched its first
data centre facility (CT1) in South Africa in the
historic Great Westerford building in the heart of
Rondebosch eleven years ago. “This investment
in the Mother City is special for us. To date, CT1
has seen four expansions since launching in this
historic building and currently has sufficient
capacity until the new site is brought to market”.
CT1 was built in the basement of the Great
Westerford building in Rondebosch, covering 200
m2 with a power requirement of 0,5 MW. “Today
we occupy a complete floor of 2500 m2 with a
power rating of 5 MW. Constructing a data centre
in a historic building has its own challenges, as
we were only able to make changes inside the
building without altering the façade. We also had
to construct our own mini electrical substation,
backup power generation and air conditioning
Jan Hnizdo
independent from the building.”

250 Networks to connect into Africa
Teraco’s offering of resilient data centre facilities allows for
a choice of over 250 networks providing connectivity to
Africa with the lowest latency interconnection points to
cloud and content.
With the recent announcements of direct interconnection
availability to the major cloud onramps such as Microsoft
Azure, ExpressRoute and AWS Direct Connect, Teraco has
seen a growing uptake driven by the enterprise market.
“Platform Teraco allows enterprises to have direct private
connections to all the leading cloud providers in the most
latency efficient, secure and resilient manner possible.
Enterprises can deploy their public,
private and hybrid cloud strategies on
Platform Teraco, which allows for
complete freedom of choice from a
cloud provider perspective, as well as
significantly reducing the time and
cost for enterprises to access these
cloud platforms”.
Over the past decade, Teraco has
focused on growing its ecosystems of
carriers, content, financial services,
enterprise and service providers. Its
offering is underpinned by providing
clients with direct access to Africa’s
largest Internet Exchange Point (IXP),
NAPAfrica, which includes all the
benefits of interconnection via the
Teraco platform.
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Teraco’s Bredell data centre

NAPAfrica where
Africa connects

By deploying NAPAfrica within the new CT2 facility, Teraco expects to see further
growth and benefit for the enterprise and content ecosystems in the region.
Hnizdo reaffirms that Teraco is committed to growing its capacity footprint across its
core hubs, thereby ensuring that clients have certainty and the flexibility of expansion to
take part in the digital transformation that is happening across sub-Saharan Africa.
“Teraco continues to invest significantly into the region’s ICT infrastructure and has
built what is now Africa’s largest data centre platform. We take pride in our vendorneutral offering, with open access to interconnection and world-class resilient data
centre infrastructure for all our clients”.
n
For more information, visit http://www.teraco.co.za/

Great Westerford
The Southern Life Association of Africa acquired the historic site of Great Westerford in
Main Road adjacent to Dean Street on the boundary of Rondebosch and Newlands for its
head office in 1955. The imposing new three-storey building has been designed not only to
tone in with the charm of its surroundings but to accord with the earlier history of the
once famous Great Westerford homestead.
The architecture is based on the Cape Dutch style of dwellings found in the towns of
the Western Cape and the gabled farmhouses in the countryside. Features of this
architecture were the spacious dignity of style, white walls, pediments, heavy cornice
mouldings and vertical sliding windows.
n
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Recently Africa’s largest Internet
Exchange Point (IXP), NAPAfrica,
reached a 1 Terabit per second (Tbps) of
peak traffic. This is not only a significant
milestone for the exchange, but also for
the continent and, more importantly,
keeping African traffic within Africa.
NAPAfrica IXP’s founding goal is to
help make Internet access more
accessible for Africa. As a true not-forprofit IXP, NAPAfrica charges its
members no membership fees, no port
fees, and no cross connect fees to
access the NAPAfrica infrastructure.
Using NAPAfrica allows a reliable
exchange of traffic with increased
routing control and improved
performance. The NAPAfrica peering
point allows multiple enterprises,
network operators, content delivery
networks (CDN) and cloud services
providers to peer locally, keeping
African traffic within Africa.
The NAPAfrica members, including
global content and cloud providers,
over 250 telecommunication providers,
managed service providers and a
growing enterprise base, are the driving
force behind achieving this goal.
NAPAfrica, located in the Teraco
data centre facilities in Cape Town,
Durban and Johannesburg, was
launched in 2012 with 5 members and
today has in excess of 440 unique
autonomous systems networks
connected from across the world,
including 26 African countries. In a
relatively short space of time NAPAfrica
has become a significant contributor to
the Internet ecosystem on the African
continent. NAPAfrica’s recent growth
has been driven by the uptake in
networks and enterprises accessing key
content and cloud. This is in addition to
the general use of the internet across
Africa visiting popular sites such as
Netflix, Facebook, YouTube and other
key internet applications. Of
significance is the interest shown by
South Africa’s neighbouring countries.
Telcos in countries as far afield as
Angola, Togo and the Democratic
Republic of Congo have joined the
exchange. NAPAfrica has become the
Internet hub for Sub-Saharan Africa.” n

